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Grade 9/10 English
Fall/Spring 2010-2011
Instructor:  Matthew J. Voz

matt@yihs.net 638-3466

The goal of this course is twofold: 

1) Expression.  Part of being a human being is the need and desire to express oneself.  It is a basic human desire to express one’s individuality and one of the primary ways that we do that is through the written word.  Confident and competent expression is the major goal of this course.  This will include instruction and practice in both content and mechanics.
2) Learning about the world around us and about ourselves through the purposeful reading of literature.  Literature can make us better readers, better thinkers, better writers, and, I believe, better people. The common human experience of great literature can bring us together and simultaneously force us to look at ourselves on an individual level.

Class Schedule:

The class will be broken up into three concurrent tracks: grammar study, composition/vocabulary, and literature.  Each track will stick to one day of the week, of course there will be exceptions, but I hope to create a pretty steady rhythm in this way.

	Monday
	Wednesday
	Friday

	Literature Discussion, Exams, etc.
	Vocabulary and Composition
	Grammar


Literature:

The focus of the literature in the tenth grade is on how the individual fits into society.  The focus of literature in the ninth grade is adventure both internal and external.  I have tried to make literature selections that fulfill all of these traits.  The major works of literature that will be read are as follows:
· The Odyssey, Homer
· Julius Caesar, William Shakespeare
· Brave New World, Aldous Huxley
· The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain
· The Catcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger
All of these works treat the theme of how the individual makes his/her way through society, the world, or their own consciousness;  in its own particular way.  Along the way we’ll deal with a lot of other big questions through the perspective of these books, hopefully honing our own perspectives along the way.  Discussions and exams will be the primary ways I will evaluate students, with the occasional paper thrown in for good measure.
Composition/Vocabulary:

This section of the class will teach students how to organize and express their thoughts clearly through writing.  500-word compositions or vocabulary work will usually be due each week.  Perfect spelling and punctuation will be demanded on all work.
Grammar:

 There will be a brief review to see where everyone is at but the main focus of the grammar track will be the construction of clear, concise, interesting sentences working from the basic parts of speech to more complex concepts.  Worksheets and exams will be the primary forms of evaluation.
Workload:

· Grammar, Vocabulary, and Spelling:  practice assignment per week, notes, occasional exams
· Composition:  500 word essays weekly, occasionally larger writing assignments, usually related to the literature track.


· Literature:  50-100 pages per week, discussions, weekly exams, interpretive essays
What you will be evaluated on:

1.  Academic sincerity:  It is of the utmost importance that you take the subject matter seriously, that you give strong effort in everything you do, and that you conduct yourself in a manner that is respectful to the material, your classmates, me, and, ultimately, yourself.
2.  Attention to detail.  The devil, they say, is in the details – in this class, so is your grade.  Spelling, punctuation, and grammar will be of the utmost importance in all you do.  Papers will not be accepted as complete until spelling and punctuation are perfect.
3.  Organization of ideas.  Any essay about anything needs to be well organized.  We will stress the coherent organization of sentences, paragraphs, and essays.
4.  Class Participation and Demeanor.  Students should, at the very least, be focused, attentive and respectful inside the classroom.  Ideally, though, students should be active and participatory in class discussions and activities.
5.  Original, Well-Executed, and Interesting Self Expression.  This is of course the ultimate goal of this class.  Free creative expression of the individual self that communicates clearly with its intended audience is nothing less than the entire purpose of language itself.  Good luck.
Note:  Because this is a mixed grade class their will be two different sets of expectations for #’s 3 and 5.  However #’s 1,2, and 5 will be uniform standards throughout the class, regardless of grade-level.


