Area Studies: Africa
Fall 2009, Instructor: Matthew J. Voz

Week One:  The Natural Environment of Africa

Task:  A Physical Map of Africa

Week Two:  The Geopolitical Environment of Africa


Task:  A Geopolitical Map of Africa

Week Three:  The Pre-Colonial and Colonial History of Africa


Task:  A Map of the Historic Kingdoms of Africa
Week Four:  The Post-Colonial History of Africa


Task:  Research Presentation on a Contemporary African Conflict from a Historical Perspective

Week Five:  Ethnography and Language: The Peoples of Africa


Task:  Symptomatology: Find a Cultural Artifact and Discuss Its Significance
Week Six:  Religion in Africa


Task:  Contemporary Religion in Africa
Week Seven & Eight: Contemporary Problems in African Society

Task: Final Project – Research a Problem or Nation in African Society

Task One:  Physical Map of Africa

Physical Maps of Africa shall be no smaller than 8 ½ x 11 inches in proportion, must be hand drawn (not traced) in color and must include the following:

· Lines of Latitude and Longitude

· Rivers

· Congo

· Benue

· Niger

· Senegal

· Nile

· White Nile

· Blue Nile

· Limpopo

· Zambezi

· Orange

· Lakes

· Tanganyika

· Victoria

· Albert

· Nyasa

· Chad

· Landforms

· Atlas Mountains

· Ethiopian Highlands

· Rwenzori Range

· Drakensberg Range

· Great Rift Valley

· Congo Basin

· Biomes
· Important Natural Resources

Task Two: Political Map of Africa
Political Maps of Africa shall be no smaller than 8 ½ x 11 inches in proportion, must be hand drawn (not traced) in color and must include the following:

· All State Boundaries
· Cities

· Cairo

· Khartoum

· Addis Ababa

· Lagos

· Kinshasa

· Algiers

· Nairobi

· Johannesburg

· Dar es Salaam

· Dakar

· Accra

Task Three: A Historical Map of Africa

Historical Maps of Africa shall be no smaller than 8 ½ x 11 inches in proportion, must be hand drawn (not traced) in color and must include the following:

· Empires and Kingdoms
· Classical Egypt
· Kush
· Axum
· Ashanti
· Yoruba
· Songhay
· Ghana
· Mali
· Zulu
· Lozi
· Monomotapa
· Buganda
· Rwanda
· Kingdom of Kongo
· Luba
· Lunda
· Great Zimbabwe
· Dates of Relevance for Each
· Historic Overland Trade Routes

Task Four: The History of an African Conflict
1. Choose a recent or ongoing conflict on the African Continent

2. Describe the conflict, clearly identifying the parties involved in the conflict, their goals, and their motivations

3. Discuss the historical context for the conflict.  Be sure to investigate economics, ethnicity, and particularly the colonial past.

4. The paper should be at least 1200 words in length

Task Five: Cultural Artifact Show and Tell
1. Choose a physical object with significance to an African culture

2. Show this object to the class (most likely through photographs)
3. Discuss the significance of this object.  What does it tell us about the culture that created it?  Is it still relevant?  Does it say something about how this culture is structured, their morality, their economy, their outlook on the world?

4. Some examples:

· Ichi marks of the Igbo culture
· Indigo in the Hausa culture

· Elephant tusks in Swahili History

· Cattle in Maasai culture

· Nkisi in Kongo culture

Task Six: Contemporary Effects of African Religion
Find one article illustrating the role and effect of each of the following on African society:

· Christianity

· Islam

· Traditional Religion

Three articles total.
Task Seven: Research Project 
This is the final project of the class and should use many of the things we have learned about Africa and the methods of analysis we have used.  I want this project to be open and independently driven.  Pick something or somewhere that really grabs your imagination.  When choosing an African state, consider the following:
· Pre-Colonial Historical Roots (if any)

· Colonial History
· Decolonization (violent? Non-violent?, etc.)

· Post-Colonial Developments

· Physical landscape, natural resources, etc.

· Ethnic makeup, linguistic composition

· Type of Government and notable political figures

· Economic Climate

· Problems Facing the Country Today

When choosing a social issue (i.e., AIDS, sexual violence, female circumcision, malnutrition, etc.) consider the following:

· Geographical regions effected by the problem
· Economic factors and effects of the problem

· Historical factors

· Human Costs of the Problem
· African and International Governmental and Non-Governmental efforts to deal with the problem

Papers should be at least 1800 words long.
