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Comedy & Tragedy

9th Grade Main Lesson Block

November 9th - 25th 

Teacher: Shawn Michael Lavoie

shawn@yihs.net

Your joy is your sorrow unmasked. 

And the selfsame well from which your laughter rises was oftentimes filled with your tears.   

--Kahlil Gibran

Tragedy and comedy are dramatic genres that express our most fundamental emotions: sorrow and joy. By studying drama we learn how closely connected these two wellsprings are and how essential they are to the human experience. In this course we will investigate the roots of drama and track how theater has inspired people throughout history to reflect on society and explore soulful mysteries: to act, to transform. Tragedies and comedies speak to our needs to mourn and grieve, expose hypocrisy, and celebrate. In this course I propose a theater that helps us see our world and ourselves in a new light; to that end we will immerse ourselves in the full gamut of theatrical experience.

You will be asked to do your best in a number of areas:

1) Reading Plays: We will read two full-length plays—Oedipus the King, by Sophocles and A Raisin in the Sun, by Lorraine Hansberry—and several short comedies pieces. On average, you will read about one act per night.

2) Playing: Drama is a performance art, so we will be moving, playing and experimenting with performance techniques almost every day of class. That means: wear shoes and clothes you can move in.

3) Mask Making: You will make your own theater mask by making a form for your head, researching styles, choosing a character type, and painting the finished mask. There will be some class time reserved for work, but some out of class time may be necessary to complete them.

4) Exams: You will take two quizzes and a final exam on class discussions, the plays, and lectures. To prepare for these tests, you will need to keep excellent notes, raise questions, and engage with the materials. Quizzes will be Friday November 13th  and 20th  and the final exam will be November 24th.

5) Being the Audience: There are several opportunities to watch live performance in and around Viroqua in the next three weeks. You will need to choose one, attend, and write about it.  E.G. Raw Milk Improv performs Nov. 12th & 14th, YIHS Art Night is Nov. 13th.

6) Final Projects: You will have the opportunity to explore the themes and skills you learn in the class through a final artistic project. You may choose to perform a dramatic scene, act out a monologue, create a costume, choreograph a dance, create a clown act or compose music for a scene. You will have to let me know what you are planning on doing WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 18th. You will present your projects to the class on the final day, Wednesday the 25th. 
All the world’s a stage / and all the men and women merely players.  –Shakespeare
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