Transcendentalism   Fall 2009 (9/21 – 10/9)
Terry Beck,  beck.terr@uwlax.edu, 625-4520


It has now been 173 years since Ralph Waldo Emerson published Nature, 163 years since the earliest manuscript of Henry David Thoreau’s Walden, and 154 years since Walt Whitman’s Leaves of Grass.  You’ve all, no doubt, heard of these great American writers and frequently seen brief quotations from their works (often in YIHs publications).  But what do these Nineteenth Century writers have to offer to citizens of the Twenty-first Century?  Surely, they help us understand something about our history.  But do they also speak to how you live today?  We’ll see.


Course Expectations

	Class Participation:  be there, be prepared, be engaged with the texts, with the ideas, and with other class members.
	15%

	Reading Assignments: Since each of the writers we’ll discuss is complex, your goal in reading should be to deeply engage the texts—NOT to rush through them in order to say that you’ve read them.  Each week, read as much as you can while still taking time to write in your journal as you read and after you read.  If you read well now, you’ll lay a foundation for years to come.  (If you rush through the texts, you may build resistance to and distaste for them.)
	

	Writing Assignments:  [Keep all these together in a class journal]
1. Keep a reading journal:  as you read

· mark passages you like or don’t understand or disagree with—passages you want to discuss in class  (you might want to copy them out)
· reflect on what the writer is saying:  what does it mean to you?  how does it resonate (or fail to resonate) with your experiences & feelings?  how is the writer’s context different from yours?  what are the implications of what he is saying?  @least 250 words/day freewriting (i.e., neither revised nor edited)
· create a poem or short fiction that evokes some aspect of the reading (optional—only if you’re  moved to do so)
	25%

	2. Write journal entries in class—as you are asked & as you are inspired, including a final entry, written the last day, summarizing your insights.  (Freewriting, except for the final entry.)
	10%

	3. Write 2 entries on the course blog (http://transinv.ning.com/)  for every class meeting, choosing from these general topics (there’s a separate forum for each):

· the most significant aspect of the day’s course-related activities (everything from your preparation for class to the class meeting itself, to your reflections or conversations afterwards) [this forum and the next are for 6-word entries]

· the most distracting, confusing, problematic aspect of the day’s course-related activities 

· your contribution to the group’s understanding of Transcendentalism [no word limit, but write clearly]
· a discussion in the current author forum [100 words or more of edited prose]
	20%

	4. Write an essay of at least 1000 words (of which, not one is superfluous) about some aspect of Transcendentalism (especially what it means to you, how you understand AND experience it)—being sure to have a plan (on 9/30) and a polished draft ready for peer review/discussion (on 10/6).  Remember:  the essay is a very flexible form, capable of including illustrations and passages from other texts (and among these, researched information and critiques); however, this is NOT a “research paper,” although your ideas and understanding should be carefully reasoned . . . and sometimes research helps you do that.
	30%


Calendar/Syllabus (with room to fill in other assignments as they come up)       
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	9/21       

· Introductions

· Assignments/the nature of the course

· Introductory Questions

· 2 entries on Transcending in Viroqua
	9/22      Emerson
Read in this sequence

· “Nature”

· “Experience”

· “Self-Reliance” 
· 2 blog entries
	9/23      Emerson
· 2 blog entries
	9/24       Emerson
· 2 blog entries
	9/25      Emerson
· 2 blog entries

	9/28       Thoreau
Read in this sequence
· “Walden”

· “Civil Disobedience”
· 2 blog entries
	9/29      Thoreau
· 2 blog entries
	9/30      Thoreau
· Personal essay plan is due

· 2 blog entries
	10/1       Thoreau
· 2 blog entries
	10/2       Whitman
Read Leaves of Grass
· 2 blog entries

	10/5       Whitman
· 2 blog entries
	10/6       Your Essays
· A polished draft of your personal essay is due
· 2 blog entries
	10/7       Whitman
· 2 blog entries
	10/8       Whitman
· 2 blog entries
	10/9       

· Personal essay in its final, printed form is due

· Course journal is due, including
· Introductory Questions re-visited 
· 2 blog entries





Introductory Questions:


What is Transcendentalism?


What is reality?


What is the nature of Good & Evil?


What is Nature?


What constitutes an individual human life?


How do you transcend?  (transcend what?)








