Acoustic Guitar

YOUTH INITIATIVE HIGH SCHOOL
SEPTEMBER 4 ~ NOVEMBER 20

INSTRUCTOR! MARK SANDBERG

“I'M NOT A ROCK STAR. SURE | AM, TO A CERTAIN EXTENT BECAUSE OF THE SITUATION,
BUT WHEN KIDS ASK ME HOW T FEELS TO BE A ROCK STAR, | SAY LEAVE ME ALONE, ['M
NOT A ROCK STAR. I'M NOT IN IT FOR THE FAME, I'M IN T BECAUSE | LIKE TO PLAY.,” —
EDDIE VAN HALEN

COURSE OVERVIEW: THE STUDENT WILL BE INTRODUGEDR TO THE FUNDAMENTALS OF
PLAYING ACOUSTIC GUITAR. SOME OTHER ACOUSTIC INSTRUMENTS AND TOPICS
RELATED TO GUITAR PLAYING, SUCH AS VOCAL ACCOMPANIMENT, MAY BE TOUCHED
UPON BUT THE PRIMARY FOCUS WILL BE GUITAR PLAYING. FOR STUDENTS WHO COME
TO THE CLASS WITH SUBSTANTIALLY MORE KNOWLEDGE OF GUITAR PLAYING THAN THE
MAJORITY OF THE STUDENTS, THE CURRICULUM WILL BE ADJUSTED TO MATCH THEIR
SKli.l. LEVEL TO A REASONABLE EXTENT.

IN THIS GLASS WE WILL LEARN HOW TO:

~ TUNE THE GUITAR

- DEFINE GUITAR RELATED TERMINOLOGY

- DISTINGUISH NOTES ON THE FRET BOARD

- PLAY AS MANY MAJIOR AND MINOR CHORDS AS POSSIBLE

~ STRUM VARIOUS RHYTHMS AND LEARN VARIQUS STYLES OF PLAYING
- PLAY SEVENTH CHORDS

- LEARN SONGS BY EAR

-~ PLAY GUITAR IN FRONT OF OTHERS

GOALS: THE GOALS OF THIS INTRODUCTORY GUITAR COURSE ARE TO GIVE THE
STUDENTS A GENERAL UNDERSTANDING OF PLAYING THE ACOUSTIC GUITAR, A VERY
BASIC KNOWLEDGE (OR REVIEW) OF MUSIC THEORY TO AID IN THEIR GROWTH AS
MUSICIANS, AND TO HELP STUDENTS BECOME COMFORTABLE PLAYING GUITAR IN
FRONT OF OTHERS. LASTLY, ANOTHER GOAL IS TO HAVE FUN.

STRUCTURE: THE COURSE WIiLL BE TAUGHT PRIMARILY AS A HANDS-ON CLASS BUT
WILL ALSO INCLUDE A SMALL AMOUNT OF LECTURE.

COURSEWORK:

IN CLASS PRACTICE

PRACTICING THE GUITAR EVERY DAY QUTSIDE OF CLASS
- IN CLASS QUIZZES

LISTENING EXERCISES BOTH IN AND QUT OF CLASS.
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FINAL PROJECT! AS A FINAL PROJECT, STUDENTS WILL PLAY GUITAR IN FRONT OF AN
AUDIENCE ON THE LAST DAY OF CLASS, AND WIiLL PLAY A SONG CHOSEN BY THE
STURENT. AS A CLLASS WE WILL DECIDE DEMOCRATIGALLY AS TO WHO THE AUDIENCE
WILL CONSIST OF AND WHETHER STUBDENTS CAN PLAY DUETS OR ONLY SOLO.




