
 

 

 Youth Initiative 
High School 

500 E. Jefferson  
Viroqua, WI 

54665 
 

 
608-637-6445 

yihs@yihs.net 

www.yihs.net 

Bill Brooke Realty offers a 5% donation to the YIHS. Mention this ad when buying or 

selling your house or property.  This offer is open to all families & friends of YIHS.  

Feel free to call us to learn more about this program.  

 

 

Thanks for More than Just 

the Memories 

Ella Wegman- Lawless 

Pg. 2-3 

The Gift of Giving 

Adrian Ugo 
Pg. 4-5 

Gratitude is a Dialogue 

Shawn Lavoie  Pgs. 6-7 

Graduation 2012 Pg. 8-9 

News from the Intensives Pg. 10-11 

Alumni Updates & 

Testimonials 
Pg. 12-13 

Our Matching Gift Circle 

Donors & the Bob Horan 

Memorial 

Pg. 14 

In For the Long Haul 

 The Long Range Planning Committee 
Pg. 15 

Volume 18   
Issue 1 

Summer 2012 

 As a member of the development office one of my 
many duties is the management of gratitude.  It is a humble 
occupation in many ways.  First of all, the way we say thank 
you is pretty humble.  Unlike when you donate to NPR, you 
×ÏÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ Á ÃÏÍÐÌÉÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ ÃÏÏË ÂÏÏË ÏÒ ÃÁÎÖÁÓ ÔÏÔÅȢ  )ÎȤ
stead, what you will get is a hand-written, home-cooked, old-
fashioned thank you card.  Perhaps some of you have re-
ceived one.  
 I write literally hundreds of these cards every year, and 
ÍÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÆÏÒ ÆÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎÓȢ  )Î ÆÁÃÔ ÍÏÓÔ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅÍ ÁÒÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÌÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÎÅÓ ÏÆ ȰÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÌÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÕÓ 
ÙÏÕÒ ÖÁÎȱ ÏÒ ȰÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ  ÙÏÕÒ ÅØÐÅÒȤ
ÔÉÓÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÁÓÓÒÏÏÍ ÆÏÒ Á ÄÁÙȱ ÏÒ ȰÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ 
on Clean-ÕÐ $ÁÙȱȢ  4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÃÈÁÒÇÅ ÏÆ 
writing these thank you notes is a humble occupation.  It 
gives me a unique perspective on how this school functions.  
 Certainly the school needs money and the universe 
ɉÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÙÏÕɊ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ ÉÔ ÆÏÒ ÕÓȢ  ! ÓÍÁÌÌ ÃÁÃÈÅ ÏÆ ÌÁÒÇÅ ÃÏÎȤ
sistent donors are frequent recipients of my humble little 
cards but countless gifts are under a hundred dollars, dotted 
like little inspirational blossoms throughout the school year.  
But how does that money go into action? 
 Through the selfless sacrifice of countless volunteers,  
parents, students, and community members, the school 
moves through time like a huge picnic crumb carried away by 
a troop of ants.  And they all get the same humble thank you 
card, a fittingly democratic gratitude for a generosity that is 
equal in its spirit of community and sacrifice.  Thank you to all 
who make this school possible. 

-Matthew J. Voz, Kaleidoscope Editorial Team 

Join us this summer at our  

Bratwurst Social and Ice Cream Potluck  
Thursday 19 July 2012 

Visit our Website for details  



 

 

Something we do not do very much any more 
in our fast-paced society is take a moment before 
supper (or any other time of the day) to remember 
why we are grateful. Being grateful in general is not 
something that is very prevalent in our lives. We push 
ourselves from one task to the next, from point A to 
point B and zip by the possible quiet moments that 
we could use to show appreciation. Thinking it is 
unnecessary, taking time to be thankful is something 
we often overlook. 

There is so much to be grateful for in our lives. 
I believe if we take time to be grateful and realize 
what amazing gifts are given to us, we can be happier 
and more optimistic.  I am very grateful for the 
ÅØÔÒÁÏÒÄÉÎÁÒÙ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ )ȭÖÅ ÈÁÄ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔ ÆÏÕÒ 

years at YIHS. There are the typical things 
to be grateful for: friends, family, shelter, 
and food.  But as I look past those I find I 
am more grateful for the very small things 
in life, like my porch, rope swings, and 
unicycling around the block with my 
neighbors. 
 I believe that if more people 

Left:  Ella in an iconic photograph taken in the 5th 

grade at Pleasant Ridge Waldorf School.  Above: Sev-

en years later Ella is a graduate of YIHS. 

 

 

 Quiet as a mouse and busy as a bee the Long Range Planning Committee has been diligently working all 
ÙÅÁÒ ÌÏÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÎÏ× ÐÕÔÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÎÁÌ ÔÏÕÃÈÅÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÆÉÖÅ ÙÅÁÒ ÐÌÁÎȢ  7ÅȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÖÅÒÙ ÈÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ 
ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÑÕÉÔÅ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÏ ÓÈÏ× ÙÏÕ ÔÈÅ ×ÈÏÌÅ ÐÌÁÎȟ ×ÅȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ Á ÆÅ× ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ 
and catch those of you up to speed who might not be aware of our important work. 
 

The Long Range Plan is the product of hundreds of opinions and insights.  Parents, students, faculty, alumni, 
and community members all had an opportunity on several occasions and in many forums, to help shape the 
ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÆÉÖÅ ÙÅÁÒÓȢ 

The Long Range Plan focuses  of three main areas where we hope the school can achieve the most growth 
over the next five years: 

Facilities  

Increased Enrollment 

Faculty Development  

The Plan is actually two documents: one internal, which is five years in scope and has more specific goals.  The 
second was created under the auspices of AWSNA (Association of Waldorf Schools of North America) and is 
ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÉÎÇ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÄÅÒ 7ÁÌÄÏÒÆ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔȢ  !ÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÖÉÓÉÔÓ 
to our school AWSNA asks that we submit a long range plan every three years to satisfy the terms of our 
membership in the organization. 

The internal Long Rang Plan spans from the summer of 2012 to the summer of 2017 and includes 9 Goals.  
Also included are specific objectives the school needs to meet  in order to achieve these goals.  The persons or 
committees responsible for each objective are listed in detail and an 
estimated budget is attached to each objective. 

The goals are as follows: 

Build a New Facility 

Reach a Stable Enrollment of 60 students 

)ÍÐÒÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÍÁÒËÅÔÉÎÇ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÙ 

'ÒÏ× ÁÎÄ $ÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÔÈÅ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÆÕÌÌ-time staff 

Development of the manual skills curriculum 

Fully live within the Mission Statement of the school 

Develop a Comprehensive YIHS Orientation Program 

Implement a Strategic Communication Initiative 

Implement a Meeting and Facilitation Program  

Pursue Full AWSNA membership One of the many tools used by the 

Long Range Planning Committee 



 

 

The Matching Gift Circle is in its 
sixth year and now includes 18 
members.  It is a great way to 
involve the community with 
student initiative as the 
individuals and businesses that 
form the matching gift circle 
agree to leverage student 
fundraising.  Together the 
students and their benefactors 
raised $60,000 this year! 

Thank you to our Matching Gift Circle Members: 

Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Quality of Life Chiropractic 
Blue River Enterprises 
Elegant Stone Products 
Jerome McGeorge & Theresa Marquez 
LaFarge State Bank 
Bill Brooke Realty 
Evanstad Tax 

Sleepy Hollow Auto 
Kelvin Rodolfo & Kathy Crittenden 
Organic Valley 
Paper, Scissors, Stone 
The Flower Basket 
Advanced Electric Equipment 
Dairyland Printing 
Westby Cooperative Credit Union 
American Family Insurance (Phil Strand) 

Recently, the family of YIHS students 
Christian and Corinne Horan experienced 
the loss of their grandfather Robert 
Ȱ"ÏÂȱ (ÏÒÁÎȢ  9ÏÕÔÈ )ÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ (ÉÇÈ 
School soon began receiving gifts in his 
memory.  We wanted to extend our 
sympathies to all who will miss Bob 
Horan and our gratitude to all who gave 
in his memory. 

Thank you to all who gave in memory of Robert Horan: 

L.J. & F.K. Horan 
Marjorie Horan 
Lisa & Steven Thiede 
Eileen & John Horan 
Deborah & Daniel Horan 
Edwin & Charlotte Berndt 
G. W. Hagerty 
A.J. LaMar 

Alvin & Nita Barshefsky 
Elisabeth Mellin 
Timothy Mellin 
Bernard & Darlene Obos 
George & Bernadine Tomek 
Richard Markowski 
Prairie State Legal Services 

 

 

acknowledge what they are grateful for and find 
the good things in their life that they will be more 
optimistic and happy.  When I find time in my day 
to go through and name just a few things that I 
am grateful for I become much more open 
minded about my life.  I realize all the good 
things that have happened to me and when I do 
ÔÈÁÔ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÈÅÌÐ ÂÕÔ ÃÒÁÃË Á ÓÍÉÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÂÅ ÈÁÐÐÙ 
about the beautiful things in this world. When I 
take the time I start to truly think about the gifts I 
have been given in my life and what can so easily 
be taken for granted. It certainly is not hard to go 
through life without spreading appreciation and 
thankfulness, to blow by all opportunities to say 
thank you and spread kindness out into the 
world. Taking time to be grateful and to say 
thank you emits happiness into the world.  It 
pushes us to think beyond our own egocentric 
bubbles and ourselves and say thank you to 
those who do things for us. Sharing gratitude 
makes us happier. 
 Ȱ4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕȱ ÉÓ ÓÕÃÈ Á ÃÏÍÍÏÎ ÐÈÒÁÓÅ ÉÎ 
our lives and if it is not spoken with a lot of 
feeling, consideration and, of course, gratitude, I 
think it can often begin to mean nothing. But 
when someone says thank you and they really 
mean it and want to send their kindness to you, 
the web of gratitude begins. Whoever receives 
that morsel of kindness hopefully will then 

realize the sincerity and gratitude and pass it on. 
Being gracious can touch the hearts of a lot of 
people in a good way. Being grateful and saying 
ÔÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÂÏÏÓÔ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅȭÓ ÃÏÎÆÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ 

can remind them what graciousness and kindness is like. 
I personally am very grateful for many things in my life. Now that I have graduated and will not see 

Viroqua for a little under a year I am beginning to realize some of the large things in my life that I am so 
very grateful for. YIHS, its faculty and classes, and my friends are an example of this.  I am grateful for how 
the combination of the light the street lamps give off and the way the sticky warm summer breeze that 
drifts through town creates the perfect environment for summer mischief.  The curvature of the Driftless 
region has formed me to go on in life, find what I love to do, and do just that. 

Remembering how much we have to be grateful for and finding the time to realize that is so 
important, whether it is through meditation, in a prayer, or just to yourself as a reminder. These are the 
ways I believe someone can become a happier person. To spread that on to another person simply say 
thank you with kindness and gratitude in your heart. That will spread throughout our community and on to 
the world. Hopefully we can all find a moment in our lives to realize everything and everybody we have to 
be grateful for and then say thank you. 

Above: Ella in one of her defining moments at YIHS; soaking in the 

crowd¬s adoration for her role as the plant in ­Little shop of 

Horrors®. 




