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TEACHING TO THE TEST OF LIFE

hat is the purpose of
it awaken i n the | earn
bestow upon the gradu

guestions that pedagogues
asked themselves for cent

£ there are other guestion
” Zé‘ J‘J‘Zlg educators as wel | : Wh a 't
expected of every studen

t hat this standard i s me
provide that our young peopl e
Passing YOUP 3 Telsnt alternative education ci
By Jacob H 9% gre of t en di smi ssed as vV u
counterproducti ve. Those prej
value of these questions remai
The Kid T ‘“character’, ‘“inspiration’, ar
By Kenzie Pg. absolve us from having to show
what we set out to do. So hov
same way that you teach it: b
constantly chall enging al |l t h
SmorgasboPgsb dbserving the response. We b a
t hat school is a dry run for |
Life is full of tests that
) bubbl es with #2 sharpened pen
The EXped_'tpgs_7odv'-e'rfs?ty, building strong re
By Dave Hib PUTose in your work, —ddrefsreonat
the kinds of tests that we at
pass.
That Whi ch Pg s ;€S The national concern of mee
Gut hrie Ki to the test” is that teachers
can perform well on standardi z
one, cannot match the compl exi
Old Fashion|Pgs:| #lheemrgebl em: it’s not that tes
By Matthew 11 Youth Initiative we want to f
narrow set of knowledge or ski
of growt h.
Su ortin essln the end, tests are—tnlodg
o ’ Pg. lplast Tests reveal aspects of
where we’'re going in |life. Tes

our future.



PASSING YOUR OWN TEST

Jacob S. Hundt, Program Administrator & Facul

As a teacher and booster of t h

of the questions | often hear wh
YIHS for the first time goes so0me
awesome .. But are the kids reakl
real wMy | di?ost I mpul se upon hear
guestion some of the assumptions
based, such as that “the real wor
kind of deadening corporate or b
creati ve, flexible, coll aborative

YI HS woul d per haps be poor prep
unchart haebpeain meaning of the qu
—how does YIHS prepare graduates
crafting a productive and ful fill
guestion the students themsel ves
momentous and daunting next step!
Counsel or, I work actively with o
this question head on.

The ways in which we meas
fall i nto two major categor.i
formal , objective benchmark
accessible to the external w
in a chosen career, financi a
educati on, starting with p a

exams | i ke t he SAT or ACT.

graduati on, these issues oft
l'ist of priorities and at YI
actively and personally with
pat h. For many students, th
Each spring and fall, I take
the road for a week to visit coll
Mi dwest . The goal of these trip
searches by exposing them to a
Counterclockwise from top: Luke Skywal k¢

gins, Heracles & Odysseus. Altlanafartdh eed




institutions, as wel |l m a chance
to represent themselves i ({\{Qerso a series of
formal, “real world” i ﬂgact h official
peopl e, i n this case ssions
of ficers. Students éarn to introduce
themsel ves and, [ tant 0 describe
YI HS and Viroqua to peop
familiarity with their back k at
school , I al so work with students i ng to
take the SAT or ACT, wuswually in ext of
after school prep classes a e first
couple of months of thei.ytg I YI HS
student s | ear n how to a professional
resume detailing their and viod lutn@ e er
experiences, as wel |l as uni que
aspects of YI HS. The res ent ,
highly formalized, exercise i n
presentation and becomes a part of
student s’ coll ege application matoeri &I's , we I |
as job applications. _/

The ot her maj or ki nd
against whi ch w e ar e adul ts
includes our own int , passions, and
sense of self Suc na depends
not only wupon dilig e, and
focus, but also on d ction, and
sekdowl edge Ther e S
throughout t he YI HS curricu er e
students have a chance to practice these skill s,
ranging from the Whrkedwi CobmmdgykandnTthge@y bl ock
and coming o'fgraagdee iPrartzieeall bl ock. With the sel
bi ography, proceeding from the ancient Greek ©pr
community came to share their |ife stories with
their own | ife with the class as well These 1
sharing added greatly to the cohesion of the cl a
identify moments of deep engagement in their |iwv
doing that they forgot the passage of time or wh
hand Hopefully, i dentifying these experiences
of individual <calling that can give structure to

As a teacher, one wish I have for my student s
wi || be closely aligned. | f al | goes wel |, t he
resonate harmoniously with their values, their a
the senrtbe $enr-om MPramjyewtays brings the exterior
thegrzade year, rising seniors work with the Car
all ows them to explore ahdnglevel epe stome Paspseor
orientedadri ecnatreede,r or academic in nature, but t he
performance component . And al |l senior projects
the fruits of his or her study and hard wor k toc
pl anning, executing, and publically presenting
achievement and demonstrated each graduate’s abi
wor | d



SERVICE TEST

Youth Initative's Annual Service Wee
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“All of

,, e Kk we

Great 1 wer e sel mot i

we appreciate it?!” wor ki ng. They woul

-YIHS SERVICE great role models f
RECIPIENT community!”

-YTHS SERVICE RECTPIENT

THE KID TEST

AMis® Kenzie Burke, Class of 2014

My name i s Kenzie Burke and I
I nitiative. I feel so bl essed t
education for the past four ye
t hat I |l ove into my school day
year | was asked to work in the
Ridge Wal dorf School as a |l uncht
the |l unch dishes with two chil
everyday. This position took p
the help and «aupp pratr eaft st ¢ a whaes
into my school day. This job I
past year and a half. l't' s ta
children I have been i mmersed
since this i s a paid i nternst
upholding a job that | | ove. H e
real | ife and gives me a cl oser
whi ch | know is in my future.
| earning experience but I | ove
the young children of this comr




TRIAL BY FUEGO

The International Experienc

Students from al/|l over the world come to YIHS to
so doing they put themselves to the test each ar
those before them, have shown amazing resolve i
students an invaluable perspective along the way

Youth I nitiative's International Brigade: From |l eft to r
Enriqgue Arellano Carranza (Mexico), Amelie Wi esholler (G
(France), Namthip Nilawong (Thailand), Sachar Goncaruk (

ARE YOU YIHS READY?

Take this test to eVillLRBEAdiness

1.Which is worse:

A) FailiBpg NeverC)t Swictgdg d iPh g ms
2. How old do you have to be to think for yourself:

A) Apri 89t Over C3J0O People can’'t thDhkOfdrenbembel veask c
3. When | spill something I:

A) Wal k away quietly hopi g MWeepnlk) nMlteiacne d tB)t hPoeraoculigehsl y

4. When | grow up | want to be:

A) RichB) Famo 9y NectzDr)irPehs';Iosophicz.II1y®Rp@s@ble
5.1 love to take an active interest in my 2)@1 dt@aon
A) TrueB) False&€) Cherries 3® @ @
+(® © @
s (® © ©
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THE EXPEDITION OF LIFE

Dave Hibbard Rode, Development Assistant and EXf

i . . Education must enable young people to effec
despite dangers, despite inner skepticism, despi
-Kurt Hahn, Founder of Outward

Round Square School s,
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devel oping |l eadership, i nitiative, and resil:|
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i di ously destructive romances wherein we only

e used up, move on?

There i s not, at |l argvbwatnegustsociéetyheapland
mani f es+t hdeetstwenyhave the right to own,Thues eme raen df a
we feel it is our right to “set places free” 1in
completely we believAhk Itdamd eaevtehiocwna stkhse usantdo r ec
environment and to embody a correct relationship

But we cannot simply think ®&Nor maayernthowa ma
parenting we read there is no replacemenfTof @&noty
somet hing deeply, we mulsntd,i nomecres ei nonuerrssed dv,e swe na
l'i mitations, ourWestaremgastked ouo kdghke sdiinrces wd o/t f
cannot expect a rAes pendtafpyply rpelrastoino csamin.tl f e xwee atr
embody correct relationship with the | and, we mu
being, the quality of our fiber.

There is no better placeAn oexmedihtiison hiasn a nj

tting sTohnee wehxeirset.ence of a goal i's essential so

still wak e, pack Expeamp, oasd| nbee af oywand. f i

hind, to foraet al | t he

uf f and t
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progress is inti mdathelry lairrekd d ntgo dawrs eafnfdo rddemaetrien
called to actively brBenigngf opransasridv eo utro bleitftee I d cseask v
are hungry, Iwfe wesareobkred, | weweuaremabsi ng mmc
encourage ourselves.

For many, it is truly the first time they hav
ar e
There are no drugs, no alcohol , no technol ogy, r
there Ii's We msstapifngure oWe mowt tfoagetcanfolnet a
cannot hide Andmwehalleemdes.o forced, by simple p
me mber s, to not hide from ourselves, to accept t
part of the solutions.

There have been times | have stood waist deej
usel ess raincoatstafpt eraitnen chhaysy i wmfg mon ei ghty pot
on my shoul der s, I n the midst of the fifth mile
nearest town, swarms of mosquitos so thick they
sharp and required me to choose which side Awnf 14
expedition &roiuesareuthetre.ydwi s is your |ife. Who

Paddl e Gnter ofkoeost. aSdteruppnaondcetrake downi.t Saentd usp t
in thettel dl most numbingly simple. You cannot <c¢h
from your clofmppouomwsnt to thriv¥ou i $t amdoetnapidradedl
har deau tel |l j okes wlyiolue setting wup camp.

l ook at yourself in the_mud and von f ool a de
| aughter rise in your b h |
begin working your wdwe
di fficulty is dissolved of
willingness to face it,

An expedition is a | (]
outer terrain, wi t h al t her e
reqguires us to st awe tcram
t hen t hat our mo s t deGradéeli 8®ing through théaeD
expressions of meaning |wil |l observe, journalyri a
education, friendship, and explore what ma kieBh e
expeditions hel pAnuds wthietjuni que. Speci al focus w
the | and which sustainsauditory, ol factory, uand
or our trust in ourseljreceive. S e
correct relationship or S u
heal t h. GradePaldd!l i ng down the W

And it takvmsmyprodctuiscistudents wi | | expl ore| the
stumbl e, find ourselvelto resources of tTrhero»Q/gh
relentless challWeagegearireading, discussion, nd
gui dance and someti mes |of the environment stku,de'
church, or from &mudt hwerrcompl exi ti es of resour ce
also find it Wetmust okland the wunderlying assunm
abilityAnhoespaeddtionlti sirelationship to resources
preparatiAnl iffoe Wh if @hw hao
are you going to be?

AThere is more in us than we know if we could be
perhaps, for the rest of our I ives we wil/| be un

-Kur t Ha hn

f

you want to | earn more about twwew.lyanhd .Etehigc E


http://www.yihs.net

THAT WHICH ENDURES

An Interview with Guthrie Knapp, Class of 2006

I interviewed Guthrie Knapp, class of 2006, at

whil e a student at YI HS. Guthri-®i Fwaulksdedi a 2@]1
graduating has been working as a |l andscaper and
Shade Haven. The Shade Haven (pictured bel ow) i:
grazed cattl e. Hes taanrdt ehdi sc opnasrttrnuecrtsi nfgavae manuf act
moving into a an intense season of production an

asked him to reflect on his YIgdISa cewgpteaSihesfmicoer Liagv.a i

SLDo you think YIHS "teaches for the test of |ife
GKYI HS doesn't teach to the test per se. You (¢
how to meet the expectations of my peers and te
yoursel f

Outside of school, when | was
to set my own standards, and s
at YIHS, | mye premesdntad setandard
through and give al/l my effort
SLWas coll ege a shock?
GKIln tests in college | did fi
test s, so | studied harder. I
class? | went to office hours
YI HS, with smal.l cl asses, you
val ue, your answers have value. I f you are an af
and that effort wildl be recognized. The tests ar
SLWhat about after college, when you didn't have
GK:Ou't of coll ege, my first project was buil din
t

There's a righ
do that. VIR
t hat it W (
wanted to
it woul d.
my exper i eqs
| andscaper
now my oW
managi ng C
wor ker . Wh
done, it f
Wi t h
second pr
Shade
Company, g
i nteractin;
wi t h prof
Wi t h prof . o et e N5 o Gy ;
you want to haveMr. Knapp has been heralded as a hun
by cows all over the treeless pl

way to

o




answends you want to receive answer s. Dealing wit
high | evel of quality and it's hard to k-o& wbedh»w
chall enges. Your and your high school's success
consequences. | f students don't cooperatel laege dlo
the same; i f you can't figure out how to be prof
I got a taste of the professi
Architectur al d ebgarseeed. alptp rwaasc ha
work with engineers, designer
buil dings is a holistic proces
come through in the product.
much time you put in; they <car
does it me et i t sShopdel ,Haasrech h &
chall enge. YIHS i s as well
SLDo you think YIHS prepared
GKI n coll ege | under st ood t ha
in the 1 1/ 2 hours of |l ecture
| ecture series and do fine on
further, to | et professors un:t
rel ationships From being a st
You raise your hand in cl ass.
t hat cl ass doesn't function
Business is I|like that t oo. It
ef fort.
SLTel l me a | i l e more aboui

tt
business venture?
GK What ' s ni ce about Shade I

design that accomplishes its
manner . As a business, ther e’
functions wel |, that's the pol
need shade, mor e pl easant . F
Gut hrie Knapp, ShadesmrFQ'W%HSAbsraguatF I,ness’ It S a
e eve [ al so a ne\
form yet. It ' s revolutionary,
We al |l have been hot, uncomfortable during the s
of raising |livebéedckeekspBhbhadel Hageasall ows you
By moving the Shade Haven you, i n a sense, contr
Haven over the and the thistles wild/ be gone.
stress, and increases their productivity. Shade
simply makes natur al and organic farming practic

SLWhat are some eneéduwraiyrsg flreosts dores naggr at atkeHS st uden

GK:At YI HS | felt i ke | had to represent my s¢c
yeaWhkat I took away from YIHS was being compete
many kids are a single point in high school, jus
just you. You fill the void. Sure, you goeutt tyoo uwe
have to show up to a fundraiser and represent yo

Youth initiative, it's in the name. You Kknow
experience. Honestl vy, I don't remember that many
a student, how to be a person who could start_ a



TO STAND BESIDE
THE MEASURING STICK

Matthew J. Voz,, Administra

One of the most charming parts of

AL . .

) (and there al most al ways is one) whi
\\;\%_;@@‘\\.g'%\. children inhabited the house before

Se @ wall labeled with the children’s name

A\\\«‘v‘i‘e\“d\f-\&z near past. |t i's a ghostly and fant a

N 6\\\:{\\*6” now, what they are doing, and how t al
\\*&@\.@\“‘ and are in the process of <creating
*3\\0“0 year around the holidays, which rou
stand straight and barefoot against

and, after being remoededf opbp gemoméht pfthbheiar ei pt
back excitedly to see the mark, to measure it
proud, someti mes they are disappointed, but al

l'iterally) where they stand.

People don’t grow out of this secret craving
ol escence when the desire to place onesel f i
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swer is not always “yes’”.

But that’'s the point of school , t
we as teachers and adul t s, hel p ado
gh school students (and most adults)
mul taneously cultivating empathy, re C
dgment s, remembering that true equa y means
mpassionate and empathetic we must n all ow

ich merely allow students to perpetuate thei
Of course, there is no Swiss Army knife in
now when to throw methods out the window)
in our evaluation of students can come
ndi vidual mu s t al so be measured against
ion sett

ation. I
ons:

puts studenNos puanidnernostgeeisrs,, t hey say.

tic and can be achieved by many ot her means
pact, irreversible exercise Because the
ancy, tests can help mithradatize students

di scover
| escent s

sSo—unao
Soc ——o

c

doesn’ t win a | ot of points

-~ DD T —
c X oo Ccoo

- D — 0 X

o))

O Qo
@o—w_\ogo'-*mo_
33(/)\.:""—'9.)

CT 20
n =

hool that does not have |l etter grades and does
Sss pronounced in our student s; I woul d -a nluyl goeosdt
enagers | i ke any others: tr embdefnegn seeg,o sp ebeekhiinngd c
fe to emerge. Part of |l earning whether or not

exi st i n what students intuitively wunderstand

t, and

i ngs but one very i rpaoshiamnn-adigigaeEerce
t

21t builds a sense of tempobwll iprekispg@cai gvenan:i
h

present wi t countl ess tiny” decisions in the

engage with the material in class? I f the answer

failure. As in | ife, every decision, however



3)t provides objectiRememimper ssbeal ybeedbnoak .t o
you | ooked with that new haircut or how talented
her ? Peopl e h e a tendency to tell us what we
perfor mance, re is little or—into’ ssujbystcttitve ttyr u
narrowest of hs, but pure truth, Ilike gold, of

41t places the student beside desustanabuwnceat
that these are the i1Ii mportant parts of a subject t
are meeting the community’s standards regarding t
really think about what educators teach and wha
consciousness with our choices.

5)t puts every stludetntl! iokne atnh e silminer nal strug
f during a test there is no one to help vy
of . Excuses fall into two categories,
Fd il dens’sto npsd ga bdohvtee n(wook , hard enough) or t

)
I
S
h e
e ool i's stupid!). l't's our job as paren
s

n

e
pr
ot
Sc
] i fication for failure is used as a po
i ct ment .

ct of t est taking is a specialized (and
[ pursuit of ®“the score” should not be
een them that signify true growth.

The 2013014 Matching Gift Cir

These matching gift members have given genero
who each year raise about 5% of the s
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ANONTMOUS LOCAL FAMILY

VERNON MEMORIAL HEALTHCARE
ORGANIC VALLEY

QUALITY OF LIFE CHIROPRACTIC

AccouNTING AND TAX SERVICES OF VIROQUA

RURAL MUTUAL INSURANCE

WesTsY Goop CREDIT UNION

g,ICH GRAMS REALTY
ITIZENS FIRST BANK ,
ik | NAMNK YOU
SOUTHWEST SANITATION '
ELEGANT STONE
BRILLIANT.0RG

BLUE RIVER ENTERPRISES
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BILL BROOKE :\;acant Land
REALTY . Oe:;::ic Land

(608) 6 3 7_7900 ::::ential

221 N. Main * Viroqua, WI 54665 R
“Helping customers achieve their goals and realize their dreams.” o
Bi I | Brooke Realty offers a 5% don
when buying or selling your house
families & friends of YIHS
Feel free to call us to | earn

bathrooms * fireplaces * hand holding * historic renovations *
custom woodwork * whole house remodeling * sympathetic
remodeling *
built-cabinets * old porch rebuilding

Cox Builders

we just like to build things
608-778-7709
info@coxbuilders.com
Starting May 1*
New World Headquarters
830 N Main St

Behind Dunnum'’s Cafe

SUOI}IPPE WOOI ,, SPOOMPIRY
[B90] . SUSTSOp 9[I) OILIAd
Sunnsuod Sunysiy .. 3uIFooI 19918

site coordination * kitchen remodeling * decks
Kydosodoayjue sounouoid ueo

SurSurys pIeoq JUaWAd 29 POOM

insulated concrete foundations * drywall art * appropriate
design * rebuilding old stairways * stone countertops *

house building * 3D computer aided design &
computerized drafting *
free estimates

ceramic tile showers * cabinet building * built-in nooks * job

PRESH BREWED
KICEAPOO COFFEE
- EBpresso
- Lattes
- Specialty
Coffee Drinks

« Sweet Treats

210 Scuth Main Street, Viroqua
608-8637-6903 .- bluedogeycles.com

LOCALLY

ROASTED

DR\F'I'I.Ess
WISCONSIN

KICKAPOO

COFFEE ROASTERS

S ESTR 2005
“RMER-FoCY®

Youth Initiative
High School
500 E. Jefferson
Viroqua, WI
54665

i
i ‘H

608-637-6445

yihs@yihs.net
www.yihs.net



